Website Resources for Veterans, Patriotism, and War

www.va.gov/volunteer


VA KIDS

http://www.va.gov/kids/ 

This website from the Department of Veterans Affairs offers lesson plans and a teacher’s guide for Veterans Day, and Patriotism.  The three units of www.va.gov/kids are (1) Kindergarten-5th grade (2) 6th grade-12th grade and (3) Teachers’ unit. The sections for K-5th grade are: Cool Facts about Veterans, About the Flag, The History of the American Flag, Proper Display of the Flag, VA Kids Games & Activities with music-Creative Coloring, Make a Medal, Beat the Blocks, Patriotic Pairs and Drawings, Links such as The U.S. Department of Agriculture for Kids, U.S. Government Printing Office-3rd to 5th Grade, U.S. Government Printing Office-Ben’s Guide, U.S. Treasury for Kids, U.S. Mint for Kids, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Kids Page, FEMA for Kids, First Gov For Kids, Kids Information on Deployment Stuff, Legion Kids, Memorial Day, Office of the Clerk-House of Representatives, Social Security Kids’ Place, The White House for Kids, U.S. Census Bureau-Fact Finder Kids’ Corner. The 6th-12th Grade Section consists of: Games such as the Lincoln Jigsaw Puzzle, Girl and Grandfather at Doctor Jigsaw Puzzle, Beat the Blocks, Drawing and Word Jumble, About VA such as Department of Veterans Affairs, What the VA does for Veterans, Veterans Health Administration (VHA), VA Helping Returning Troops, VA Research, Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA), National Cemetery Administration (NCA), Origin of the VA Seal, Origins of the VA Motto, VA Historical Timeline, VA Facilities-History and Fun Facts, The American Bald Eagle, About Veterans such as the Definition of a Veteran, Who is a Veteran ?, VA National Rehabilitation Special Events, Famous Veterans, Medals and Memorials, Students’ Stories about Veterans, VA Volunteer and Scholarship Info such as VA Student Volunteer Program, Congressional Awards, Students.gov-Students’ Gateway to the U.S. Government, VA Career Opportunities, Resources/Links such as the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, Central Intelligence Agency, Department of Justice for Kids, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Kids Page, Federal Trade Commission-Kidz Privacy, Kids Information on Deployment Stuff- Middle School, Kids Information on Deployment-High School, Legion Kids, Memorial Day, National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NSA), Resources/Links such as Studentsjobs.gov-Building America’s Future, The White House for Kids, U.S. Census Bureau-Fact Finder Kids’ Corner, U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Government Printing Office-Ben’s Guide, U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps, U.S. Treasury, The American Flag such as About the Flag, Celebrating America’s Freedoms, Old Glory, History of the Flag, Guidelines for Displaying the Flag, Star-Spangled Banner, The POW/MIA Flag and Origins of Taps.The Teachers’ Section has: Resource Guide/Activities such as Classroom Activities, The Veterans Day, Celebrating America’s Freedom, Locate a VA facility,Teaching with Historic Places, Scholarships/Awards such as Student.gov-Students’ Gateway to the U.S. Government, Guest Speakers such as Ex POW Guest Speakers and Link to Local VA Facilities,.




WORLD WAR II  TIMELINE

http://history.sandiego.edu/gen/WW2Timeline/start.html 

This website offers a unique timeline of all of the events of WWII

AMERICAN RHETORIC ONLINE SPEECH BANK

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speechbank.htm 

This website contains audio and video of famous speeches from both veterans and famous figures in history. It also contains famous speeches from movies and TV.

WORLD WAR II

www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/
This site is a British site dedicated to WWII.

BEST OF HISTORY WEBSITES

http://www.besthistorysites.net/WWII.shtml
This site has excellent resources and lesson plans for the study of WWII

NARA DIGITAL CLASSROOM

http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/index.html
This website hosted by the National Archives offers many resources for teaching using documents and technology.

COMBINED ARMS RESEARCH LIBRARY

http://www-cgsc.army.mil/carl/resources/csi/Eiserman/EISERMAN.asp#11
This website offers many different types of movies and documentaries to better explain war and veterans.

HISTORY BUFF.COM

http://www.historybuff.com/archives/tree.cgi?ID=47
This site offers archives of old newspapers that can be read and viewed online by date.

WORLD WAR II ON FILM

http://www.geocities.com/warmoviedatabase/etop50.htm
This site offers suggestions as to which movies do the best job of depicting war and veterans.

GENERAL U.S. HISTORY

http://www.teacheroz.com/generalUS.htm#specific
This website offers many links and resources to U.S. History and offers in-depth site links for many eras not limited to but including, The Civil War, World War I, World War II, The Korean War, The Cold War, Vietnam and the Gulf War.

THE HOME OF HEROES

http://www.homeofheroes.com/a_homepage/community.html
This website focuses on recipients of the Medal of Honor, one of the highest military citations. All of Arkansan’s Medal of Honor Recipients are listed as well as the reasons they were awarded with such a high honor.

MEDAL OF HONOR: WAR ON TERROR

http://www.army.mil/MedalOfHonor/index.html 

This interactive website highlights Medal of Honor Recipient, Sergeant First Class Paul R. Smith, and the sacrifice that he made on the battlefield in Iraq.

BELLSOUTH DIGITAL STROYTELLER

http://www.knowitall.org/bellsouthdigitalstoryteller/
This site highlights a wonderful partnership between Bellsouth and South Carolina ETV created to give teachers and students the chance to document the living memories of veterans of WW II and the Korean Conflict.

CENTER FOR MEDIA LITERACY

http://www.medialit.org/reading_room/article74.html
This site offers tips on how to teach about movies dealing with the subject of war.

GOOGLE SEARCH:  WAR MOVIES

http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&q=war+movies
This Google search is a good resource for finding more information about War Movies.

FIRST WORLD WAR

http://www.firstworldwar.com/index.htm
This site provides a comprehensive look at WWI form media to literature.

BRYNA AND VALETA’S BEST IDEAS FOR TEACHING PATRIOTISM

http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonplans/unit_patriotism_lesson3.htm
This site offers a comprehensive lesson plan and resources related to teaching about patriotism for grades 3-5.

D-DAY, NORMANDY AND BEYOND

http://www.normandy1944.info/
This website offers a glimpse into D-Day and offers a variety of resources, including eyewitness accounts and artifacts.

ILLUMINATION ROUNDS: TEACHING THE LITERATURE OF THE VIETMAN WAR

http://www.ncte.org/store/books/middle/105904.htm
This site has a book resource for teaching about the Vietnam War.

SALUTE TO VETERANS

http://www.kidsdomain.com/kids/links/Salute_to_Veterans.html
This site offers a variety of activities and lessons regarding veterans.

PEARL HARBOR ORAL HISTORIES (THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS)

http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/journey/pearlharbor.html
This site contains an oral history of the events of Pearl Harbor Day provided by the Library of Congress.

THE MILITARY HISTORY CHANNEL

http://www.historychannel.com/military/
This site offers current listings of the Military History Channel and also offers a variety of video clips from newsreels and History Channel Programming.

HONORING OUR VETERANS THROUGH POETRY PREWRITING

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=9
This website provides teachers a unique resource by using poetry prewriting to honor our veterans.

VETERANS DAY

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Troy/9087/veteransindex.html
This site offers a large number of Veterans Day activities for classroom teachers.
VETERANS DAY LESSON PLANS

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/VeteransDay.htm
This site provides a variety of lesson plans highlighting Veterans Day.
VETERANS DAY

http://k6educators.about.com/cs/lessonplansthe/a/veteransday2.htm
This site provides a variety of lesson plans for elementary educators highlighting Veterans Day.

TEACHNOLOGY (VETERANS WEBSITE LINK)

http://www.teach-nology.com/teachers/lesson_plans/holiday/vet/
This site offers a large number of activities and lesson plans pertaining to veterans.

GOOGLE SEARCH: VETERANS DAY LESSON PLANS

http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&q=veterans+day+lesson+plans
This web search will provide a number of sites for teachers about teaching about Veterans day.

VETERANS DAY

http://cybersleuth-kids.com/sleuth/Society_and_Culture/Holidays/Veterans_Day?

This site provides an internet search to sites pertaining to veterans and Veterans Day.

TEACHIT’S ENGLISH TEACHING RESOURCES

http://www.teachit.co.uk/index.asp?A=2&M=5&S=235
This site focuses on war poetry and other WWI resourses.

GOOGLE SEARCH: ENGLISH TEACHERS TEACHING ABOUT WAR

http://www.google.com/search?q=english+teachers+teaching+about+war&hl=en&lr=&start=30&sa=N
This web search will provide a number of sites for English Teachers about teaching about war.

Resources for Veterans in the USA

	A veteran is any person who has served in the US Armed Forces during a time of war or a time of peace. This can include the US Army, US Navy, US Marine Corps, US Air Force, US Coast Guard or the National Guard. Veterans, whether they served in a combat zone or not, have all given a portion of their lives to the protection and service of their country. They, and their families, willing signed up to make the ultimate sacrifice for their fellow citizens, and many have suffered physical and mental repercussions because of it – and many have lost their lives. Because of this, the US Government has several programs in place to help them with life after the military.

Government Websites For Veterans
· Department of Veterans Affairs Provides comprehensive information for everything that the US government offers to its veterans.

· Veteran History Project A website dedicated to the history of veterans of every war.

· Veterans Business Programs Provides information on the aid available from the US government to help veterans start their own business.

· Veterans Issues Provides information on current issues facing veterans and the White House’s plans to further aid these veterans.

· Transitioning Veterans The US Department of Labor provides information for veterans about how to transition from the military to the civilian workforce. 

Veteran Organizations
· American Cold War Vets Provides support and information for veterans of the Cold War.

· National Veteran Owned Business Association Provides support and information, including how to start a business, for veterans who own their own business or run a business.

· Hope for Veterans A group that provides support and encouragement for veterans.

· Iraq and Afghanistan War Veterans A group that protects the rights of veterans who served in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.

· Paralyzed Veterans of America This group provides information, support and pushes for legal protection of veterans who were paralyzed in the line of duty.

· Veterans for Peace This group is made up of veterans who oppose war.

· Vietnam Veterans of America A group that provides information and resources for veterans of the Vietnam War.

· Veterans of Foreign Wars A veterans organization that provides benefits such as reduced health care and discounts to major retailers with membership.

· Wounded Warrior Project A non-profit organization that collects donations and runs charity drives to help veterans who were wounded in the line of duty.

· Swords to Plowshares An organization that aids veterans and their families with employment issues.

· VETPAC A political action committee that aims to protect the rights of US veterans. 

· Veterans Campaign An organization that specializes in preparing veterans to run for public office.

· Service Members Legal Defense Network An organization dedicated to helping veterans who were affected by the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy. 

· Pearl Harbor Survivors Association A group dedicated to providing information and aid to veterans who survived the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

· Military Officers Association of America A group made up of veteran officers of the military.

· Herobox An organization that provides care packages to active duty military in war zones and provides helps to veterans once they return home.

· Disabled American Veterans A group made up of disabled veterans that provides support and resources to those who were wounded during service.

· Marine Corp League An organization for veterans of the US Marine Corps.

· American Veterans Provides information and resources concerning government and private organization aid to veterans.

· American Ex-POWS A support group for veterans who were prisoners of war.

Veteran Benefits and Services
The US Government offers several services and benefits to military veterans. The most notable of these is paying for college tuition through the GI Bill. Any veteran who has a honorable discharge from the military is typically eligible to have most or all of their college tuition covered, as well as a living stipend. The Government also provides disabled veterans with a program known as Vocational Rehabilitation, which aids veterans in refining their job skills to meet today’s market. Outside of education, the Government also provides pension plans as well as a VA loan for mortgages. While the government does not handle the loan process, they do provide banks with a guarantee letter, which often allows military members with a chance of receiving a better interest rate on their mortgage and little to no down-payment. The US Government also provides monthly payments to disabled veterans based on a portion of their monthly salary while in the armed forces.

· Veteran Benefits Overview Provides a basic outline of the benefits available to veterans.

· Massachusetts Veteran Benefits Provides an overview of the benefits available to veterans whose home of record is Massachusetts.

· New York Veteran Affairs A website providing information about the benefits available to veterans in the state of New York.

· Veteran Pension Details the different types of pensions available to veterans.

· Benefit Finder An online tool provided by the US government to determine what benefits a veteran is eligible for.

· VA Loans Provides information on VA loans and how they work.

· GI Bill Information concerning the different educational benefits that veterans may be eligible for.

· Veteran Disability Provides an overview of the compensation available to disabled veterans.

· Vocational Rehabilitation Describes the benefits veterans may be eligible for to help them reenter the civilian workforce.

· Survivor Benefits Provides an overview of the three different types of survivor benefits available to veterans and their families. 

Veterans Health and Well-Being
Due to the nature of military service, many veterans face mild to severe health issues following discharge. This can include any injuries sustained during their service as well as several mental health issues caused by seeing combat. The Government provides several mental health counseling services to these veterans, and disabled veterans are eligible to utilize any of the hundreds of Veteran Medical Centers run by the US Government. Many veterans are also eligible for reduced cost health insurance through the military provider TriCARE. The Government also tracks any potential health issues during periods of service, and may later compensate veterans for potential health issues that may be connected to their service location. An example of this would be compensation for exposure to asbestos and Agent Orange. The health of veterans is of the utmost concern to the US, and there are several programs in place to help them.

· Health Benefits Provides an overview of the health benefits available to veterans.

· Health Care for Veterans Provides information on the health care benefits available to veterans

· Veteran and Military Health Provides information on the possible health issues facing veterans.

· Veteran Health Describes the Center for Disease Control works to protect the health of active duty service members and veterans.

· Substance Abuse A resource for information and possible counseling of veterans who have developed a substance abuse problem.

· Veterans and Suicide An organization dedicated to helping veterans who are entertaining thoughts of suicide and their families.

· Veterans Mental Health An article that provides information on the current mental health issues of veterans.

· Tricare The reduced cost, full coverage health insurance that many veterans are eligible for.

· The Veteran Health Care System A report on the size, efficiency and support provided by the veteran health care system for veterans.

· Military Health The military health organization provides resources and information on health benefits for veterans. 

Veteran Memorials
· National World War II Memorial A memorial dedicated to WWII veterans, located in Washington D.C.

· Vietnam Veterans Memorial Provides information on the famous wall in Washington, D.C. dedicated to Vietnam Veterans.

· Korean War Memorial Provides background information on the memorial dedicated to Korean War veterans in Washington D.C.

· Veteran Memorial Park Information concerning the memorial park located in Monterey, California. 

· Jeffersontown Veteran Memorial Park A memorial park located in Jeffersontown, Kentucky dedicated to all veterans.

· Washington Monument Provides information concerning the Washington Monument located in Washington D.C.

· Gettysburg Includes information on the 1,000 monuments to the Civil War found in this Pennsylvania town. 

· Iwo Jima Memorial A memorial dedicated to the US Marines who served in World War II.

· Yorktown Victory Center A park and memorial dedicated to veterans of the Revolutionary War.

· Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Provides information on the one of the most beloved veteran memorials in the country, located in Virginia. 

Veteran Cemeteries
· Arlington National Cemetery The official website of the most well-known and prestigious veteran cemeteries in the country.

· Fort Logan National Cemetery A veteran cemetery located in Denver, Colorado – this website provides an archive of the veterans buried there.

· National Cemetery of the Pacific A veteran cemetery located in Hawaii.

· Marietta National Cemetery A Georgia cemetery specifically for veterans of the Civil War. 

· Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery The main veteran cemetery in Chicago, Illinois.

· Camp Butler National Cemetery A veteran cemetery located in Springfield, Illinois.

· Lexington National Cemetery This cemetery, located in Kentucky, is the burial site for hundreds of veterans.

· Annapolis National Cemetery Located in Maryland, this cemetery is 4 acres large and is the burial site for hundreds of veterans. 

· Bath National Cemetery This veteran cemetery is located in the state of New York, and the website provides a registry of the veterans buried there. 

· Raleigh National Cemetery A Civil War cemetery located in North Carolina.

· Philadelphia National Cemetery A registry of the Civil War veterans buried in this cemetery. 

· Dallas-Fort Worth Cemetery The official website of the veteran memorial cemetery located in Texas. 

· Alexandria National Cemetery Provides a brief history on this veteran cemetery. 

· Tahoma National Cemetery A map of this veteran cemetery located in the state of Washington.

· Grafton National Cemetery Provides a brief history of this veteran cemetery, located in West Virginia. 


